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Puck, Now the hungry lion roars,

And the wolf behowls the moon;

Whilst the heavy ploughman snores

All with weary task foredone, etc.

Very Anacreon in perfectness, proportion,
grace, and spontaneity! So far it is Greek; but
then add, O! what wealth, what wild ranging,
and yet what compression and condensation of,
English fancy! In truth, there is nothing in
Anacreon more perfect than these thirty lines,
or half so rich and imaginative. They form a
speckless diamond,

Comedy of Errors

The myriad-minded man, our, and all men's;
Shakespeare, has in this piece presented us with
a legitimate farce in exactest consonance with
the philosophical principles and character of
farce, as distinguished from comedy and from
entertainments. A proper farce is mainly dis-
tinguished from comedy by the license allowed,
and even required, in the fable, in order to
produce strange and laughable situations. The
story need not be probable, it is enough that
it is possible. A comedy would scarcely allow
even the two Antipholuses; because, although
there have been instances of almost indistin-
guishable likeness in two persons, yet these are
mere individual accidents, casus ludentis natures,
and the verum will not excuse the inverwmzle.
But farce dares add the two Dromios, and is
justified in so doing by the laws of its end and
constitution. In a word, farces commence in a
postulate, which must be granted